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SUBJECT:     "Fruit  Fortunes  Foretold'    Information  from  Office  of  Marketing  Services, 
War  Food  Administration. 
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Time  was... when  the  weather  report  from  several  states  away. . .was  only  of  casual 
interest  to  most  people. 

Today  the  weather  several  thousand  miles  away  may  influence  the  most  minor  in- 
cident in  your  life.. such  as,  let  us  say,  your  choice  of  dessert  for  some  evening 
meal  next  winter. 

Fruit  is  the  dessert  many  of  us  enjoy  most.    And  with  much  of  the  commercially 
canned  fruit  scheduled  for  the  Armed  Forces,  you  will  want  to  put  up  your  own  supply 
of  fruit. 

You'll  find  it  helpful... in  planning  your  canning  schedule .. .to  know  in  advance 
what  fruits  you  are  likely  to  find  on  the  market  this  year.    Peaches  continue  to 
top  all  other  fruit  prospects  for  home- canning. 

If  you  recall,  early  in  May,  some  of  the  crops  in  the  east  and  midwest  were 
damaged  by  frost.    Reports  indicate  considerable  loss  in  the  apple  orchards.  Apple 
crop  prospects  in  the  eastern  states  and  mi dwe stern  states  are  very  poor.  Western 
states  as  a  group  expect  about  an  average  crop  of  apples. 

Production  of  Western  pears  in  19^5  will  probably  be  above  average.  However, 
Eastern  pears  will  be  very  light.    Plums  and  grapes,  too,  will  be  scarce  in  the 
East.    And  although  California  has  a  good  crop  of  plums  and  grapes,  they  won't  be 
marketed  for  home- canning  purposes.  *v 

Sour  cherries. . .which  many  homemakers  look  forward  to  canning. . .will  not  be 
plentiful  this  season.    The  crop  was  reduced  by  frost  injury  to  about  one- third  of 
the  19hh  crop. 
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But  on  the  bright  side  of  the  ledger  is  a  rosy  hue  from  a  record  peach  produc- 
tion.   Exclusive  of  the  plentiful  California  Clings,  peach  orchards  indicate  an  all 
time  record  crop. 

All  "but  k  states  expect  to  harvest  above  average  crops.    The  four  states  where 

unfavorable  weather  hit  the  peach  trees  the  hardest  are  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 

Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

Ten  southern  states  are  boasting  a  record  high  for  their  peach  orchards. . .52 
percent  more  than  the  19^  peach  crop.    The  Georgia  crop  is  the  largest  since  1931. 
In  the  west,  large  peach  crops  are  in  prospect. . .at  least  a  third  more  than  average. 
But  commercial  canneries  will  absorb  many  of  the  western  peaches. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  move  this  big  southern  peach  crop  to  market ...  and 
in  view  of  the  smaller  crops  of  some  of  the  other  fruits,  you  homemakers  will  be 
wise  to  eat  and  can  peaches,  as  many  as  possible. 

If  you  live  in  a  region  of  the  country  that  raises  an  abundance  of  any 
particular  fruit  or  vegetable  this  season,  it's  sensible  to  take  advantage  of  those 
local  products.    Use  the  fruits  and  can  a  supply  for  the  months  ahead  when  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  few  and  far  between. 
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